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Digestive Cancers in Europe

Source: European Cancer Information Service (ECIS), 2018



Saving lives & Saving Money

Health Economic Analysis 2020

- treatment : 9.8 billion €

- informal care: 3.1 billion €

- premature mortality: 4.4 billion €

- work productivity: 1.7 billion €

TOTAL: 19 billion €

How much do we spend in prevention and screening?

How much should we spend in prevention and screening? 



Colorectal Cancer Dashboard

What if we all applied the best practice? 

TARGET

Current Average

% Patients diagnosed in Stage I

13
Current Best 

Practice
48

50

Potential Upside: + 120,000 lives saved

+ 3 bln euro

Stage I Stage IV

Survival 
chance

90% 8%

Treatment cost 4,000€ 40,000€



Best practices in CRC Screening

Based on the double criteria of 

screening all citizens 50-74 years 

old with more than 65% 

participation, only Slovenia 

achieves the target

Many countries have no data 



Joint Statement
Member State Recommendations:

• The development of national implementation plans to achieve the committed goals of 65% participation rate among 

citizens between 50 and 74 years old as a multidisciplinary and multi-stakeholder effort

• Invest in annual inputs and outcomes metrics

• Invest in technologies and human resources

• Ensure that total health economic value is measured

• Ensure coherence and consistency of the political vision and health policy approaches at local and national level

European Institutions Recommendations

• Ensure that all EU Member States apply the best practices in Colorectal Cancer screening

• Ensure that all EU Colorectal Cancer Screening Agencies join a common platform to exchange best practices

Other stakeholders

• To commit and participate to provide support, insights and expertise based on every stakeholder’s competences and 

possibilities


