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THE BASQUE COUNTRY

PROGRAMME

• POPULATION BASED – Free of taxes

• Men and Women 50-69 y (601,500 people)

• FIT biennial.  Cut-off 20µg Hb/g 

• Colonoscopy as confirmatory test

• Centralized coordination

COMPLETE COVERAGE FROM 2014

SENDING KITS BY POST 

PRIMARY CARE INVOLVEMENT

DATA BASE LINKED WITH MEDICAL RECORD, CANCER AND MORTALITY 

REGISTRIES

QUALITY CONTROL – PROCESS AND RESULTS 

AUTHORITIES AND SOCIETY COMMITMENT



MAIN INDICATORS
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70% INITIAL STAGE

26,972 Advanced Adenomas

detected and resected
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COST-EFFECTIVENESS STUDY. EU-TOPIA PROJECT

BASQUE COUNTRY DATA 

https://eu-topia.org/

https://eu-topia.org/


CRC INCIDENCE AND MORTALITY TRENDS IN THE 

BASQUE COUNTRY 

SOURCE:  The Basque Country Cancer Registry
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CHALLENGES

• STUDYING  AND DECREASING INEQUALITIES IN CRC SCREENING
Mosquera I, Mendizabal N, Martín U, Bacigalupe A, Aldasoro E, Portillo I from the 

Desberdinak Group. Inequalities in participation in colorectal cancer screening programmes: 

a systematic review. European Journal of Public Health 2020; 30; 3: 558–567. Available 

from: https://doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckz236. 

• OVERCOME BARRIERS TO PARTICIPATE IN PREVENTIVE 

PROGRAMMES

• EXTENDING THE INVITATION TO 74

• DECREASING HARMS AND SIDE-EFFECTS

• PARTICIPATION IN JOINT ACTIONS (CANCON AND IPAAC). 

https://www.ipaac.eu/en/work-packages/wp5/

• PARTICIPATION IN HORIZON 2020 EU-TOPIA AND NEW PROJECTS

https://www.ipaac.eu/en/work-packages/wp5/


CONCLUSIONS

TO CONTINUE AND EXTEND THE COLORECTAL 

SCREENING PROGRAMMES IN THE EU

SAVES LIVES: A COST-EFFECTIVE STRATEGY

PLEASE, INVEST IN LIVES


